
 

   

Science Curriculum Overview  

Year 1 

Investigating the Seasons  
 

CAN YOU GUESS WHICH 

SEASON I AM? In this unit, 
children will observe changes 
across the four seasons. They 

will observe and describe weather 
associated with the seasons and 
how day length varies. They 
should observe and talk about 

changes in the weather and the 
seasons. Children will work 

scientifically by: making tables 
and charts about the weather; 
and making displays of what 
happens in the world around 
them, including day length, as 

the seasons change 
 

Investigating Everyday Materials  
Children will explore, name, discuss and raise and answer questions about everyday materials so that they become familiar with 

the names of materials and properties such as: hard/soft; stretchy/stiff; shiny/dull; rough/smooth; bendy/not bendy; 
waterproof/not waterproof; absorbent/not absorbent; opaque/transparent. Children will explore and experiment with a wide variety 
of materials, not only those listed in the programme of study, but including for example: brick, paper, fabrics, elastic, and foil. 
Children will work scientifically by: performing simple tests to explore questions like what is the best material for an umbrella? 

YOU GOT THE POWER- Which fabric is the strongest? And EGG SCRAMBLE OR SURVIVAL? THE EGCITING EGG 
CHALLENGE! Which material will be the best to protect an egg? 

 

 

Animals including Humans 
BODY BUILDERS! Investigating parts of our bodies! 

Children will investigate themselves their senses, and explore differences between them and their friends 
undertaking first hand investigative tests including ALL THE BETTER TO SMELL YOU WITH! The Smell Test 

and ALL THE BETTER TO EAT YOU WITH! The TASTY taste Test. Children will collect numerical data and they 
will turn their data into pictographs and bar graphs. They will investigate their senses gathering information 

and recording in a variety of ways. They will investigate the variety of animals including amphibians, reptiles, 
birds and mammals. They will, explore what carnivores, herbivores and omnivores are. They will investigate the 

structure of a variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, including pets. 
Children will even dissect a fish to investigate first hand. 

                                            

Investigating Plants  
PLANT DETECTIVES!!! Plants, Glorious, Plants!! 

In this unit children will identify and name a 
variety of common wild and garden plants, 
including deciduous and evergreen trees. 

Children will identify and describe the basic 
structure of a variety of common flowering 
plants, including trees. They will use the local 
environment to explore and answer questions 

about plants growing in their habitat. They will 
observe the growth of flowers and vegetables 
that they have planted. Through a variety of 
investigative opportunities, children will test 

whether a bean grow without light and what 
happens if Mary, Mary Quite Contrary waters 

her plants with too much water. 

 


